206                 THE DISRUPTION  OF  AMERICAN  DEMOCRACY
out the Senate and House printers for about $75,000 and was piling up
profits averaging 33 5^3 per cent. Besides the congressional printing gains
he had the lucrative printing and binding contracts for the executive
departments and the binding work for the House. Under an agreement
with Gales and Seaton, publishers of the Whig National Intelligencer,
who had been awarded a contract for editing and printing the new
series of American State Papers, Wendell would print these volumes
for $20,000 of the $50,000 which they would receive. Only the most
"ultra" prices for government printing could have supported such
split-ups. Nor did Wendell overlook other means of "turning an honest
penny," as later investigations showed.
As before, much of Wendell's profit was siphoned off to deserving
Democrats. He financed the Union at a cost of about $19,000 a year
and supported other party papers. He split his Post Office printing
profits, first with Rice of the Pennsylvanian, and later with Thomas
Florence, Congressman from one of the Philadelphia districts and
owner of the Philadelphia Argus. Its assistant editor, Theophilus Fisk,
was carried on the customhouse pay roll; and according to Florence
its editor-in-chief, Severns, merited some of the post-office-blank money.
Wendell considered this demand something of a shakedown; but, at
the administration's behest, he cut down Rice's share somewhat and
made payments to Severns.
Wendell's large profits made him fair game to other Democrats than
newspapermen. Why should he not contribute to 1858 campaign funds ?
The Pennsylvanians became particularly insistent. Wendell found
himself getting short of funds, and decided that since Congressmen
had votes for printing appropriations they should be the ones to get the
pap. Accordingly he informed Buchanan that he was going to stop
payments to Rice and Severns, as a waste of money from the party
standpoint. He would pipe the money into congressional campaign
funds. His political contributions, he told the President, were running
tip to $25,000 or $30,000 yearly, in addition to the expense of the Union
and the payments to Harris and Steedman.6
Party needs called for more angels than Wendell, and the heads of
bureaus in the Interior and other departments authorized solicitation of
their clerks for contributions to carry Pennsylvania. The commissioner